ABELL 2146
Inthiscompositeimage oftwo merginggalaxy clustersknownasAbell2146, X-raysfrom Chandra (purple) showhotgaswhile optical datafromthe Subarutelescope
in Hawaii reveal individual galaxies (red and white). One cluster is moving towards the bottom left and plowing through the other cluster. The hot gas in the former
is pushing out a shock wave, like a sonic boom generated by a supersonic jet, as it collides with the hot gas in the other cluster. A study shows a deep connection
betweenthisgalaxyclustercollision — whichisamongthelargest, mostenergeticeventsinthe Universe — andmuchsmaller, weakeronespoweredbyourown Sun.
Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/Univ. of Nottingham/H. Russell et al.; Optical: NAOJ/Subaru




