M82

Located about 12 million light years from Earth, M82 is a starburst
galaxy where stars are forming at rates that are tens or even hun

dreds of times higher than in a typical galaxy. M82 is seen nearly
edge-on (with its disk crossing from about 10 o’clock to about 4
o’clock) in this Chandra image. There are over a hundred point-like
X-ray sources, some of which are likely black holes pulling matter
from companion stars. Supernovas have produced the large bubbles
of hot gas that extend for millions of light years to the upper right and
lower left of the galaxy’s disk.

11

18

25

November 2012

M

12
19

26

T

13
20
27

W

21

28

Th

1
8

15
22

29

=
2
9
16
23
30

Sa

10

24



