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Galactic Center: A region around the supermassive black hole at the Milky Way’s center about 26,000
light years from Earth

(Credit: NASA/CXC/C. Hailey Columbia University)

Caption: Astronomers have discovered evidence for thousands of black holes located near the center of
our Milky Way galaxy using data from Chandra. This black hole bounty consists of stellar-mass black
holes, which typically weigh between five to 30 times the mass of the Sun. If confirmed, this result
supports theoretical models that predict the existence of thousands of such black holes near the
supermassive black hole at our Galaxy’s center. This Chandra image shows some of the black holes as
point-like sources, which researchers think represent a much bigger population of black holes.

Scale: The image is about 6 arcmin (25 light years) across.
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