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CXO J101527.2+625911: A candidate recoiling black hole located in an elliptical galaxy about 3.9 billion 
light years away. 
(Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/NRAO/D.-C.Kim; Optical: NASA/STScI; Illustration: NASA/CXC/M.Weiss) 

Caption: Using data from Chandra and other telescopes, astronomers have found a possible "recoiling" 
black hole. This black hole, which contains about 160 million solar masses, may have formed and then 
been set in motion by the collision of two smaller black holes (depicted in the artist's illustration). 
Astronomers found this candidate recoiling black hole after sifting through data of thousands of galaxies. 
Such moving supermassive black holes are interesting because they may reveal more about the rate 
and direction of spin for these enigmatic objects before they merge. 

Scale: Inset images are 10 arcsec across (about 163,000 light years) 
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