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Pictor A: A galaxy with an extensive jet located about 500 million light years from Earth.
(Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/Univ of Hertfordshire/M.Hardcastle et al., Radio: CSIRO/ATNF/ATCA) 

Caption: The Pictor A galaxy has a supermassive black hole at its center, and material falling onto the
black hole is driving an enormous beam, or jet, of particles at nearly the speed of light into intergalactic
space. This composite image contains X-ray data obtained by Chandra at various times over 15 years
(blue) and radio data from the Australia Telescope Compact Array (red). By studying the details of the
structure seen in both X-rays and radio waves, scientists seek to gain a deeper understanding of these
huge collimated blasts. 

Scale: Image is 10 arcmin across (about 1.4 million light years) 
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