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SN 1979C: A supernova that was seen to explode in 19 79 from  Earth, found in the g   alaxy  M100. 
(Credit: X-ray:  NASA/CXC/SAO/D.Patnaude et al, Optical: ESO/VLT, Infrared: NASA/JPL/Caltech) 

Caption: This image shows a supernova, known as  SN 1 979C, within the galaxy M100 that may contain 
the youngest known black hole in ou r cosmic neighborhood. In this composite, Chandra's X-rays are 
colored gold, while optical data  from ESO's Very  Large Telescope are shown in red, green, and  blue, 
and infrared d ata from Spitzer are red. An amateur astronomer first noted  this supernova in 1979. Data 
from  Chandra a nd other telescopes taken since 1995 indicate that SN 1979C may  the n earest example 
where the birth  of a black hole  has been observed. 

Scale:  Image is 5 by  4 arcmin (72,000 x  58,000 light years). 
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