
 

IC 443:  A supernova remnant with a newly discovered neutron star 5,000 light years from Earth. 

Credit:  NASA/NCSSM/C.Olbert et al. 

Using this Chandra image, along with radio data from the Very Large Array,  three high school students found evi­

dence for a neutron star imbedded within the remains of supernova remnant IC 443. The comet-shaped appearance 

of the cloud of high-energy particles in the Chandra image indicates that the neutron star is moving through the 

remains of the stellar explosion. Using this result and the apparent distance that the neutron star has traveled from 

the center of the supernova remnant – which is out of the image to the upper left – the students calculated that the 

age of the neutron star and the supernova remnant is about 30,000 years. 
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