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Reflected in the waters near Launch Pad 39-B, Space Shuttle Colum­

bia rockets into the night sky July 23, 1999 on mission STS-93 to launch 

the Chandra X-ray Observatory. Chandra allows scientists from around 

the world to study some of the most distant, powerful and dynamic 

objects in the universe. (Photo: NASA) 

On Flight Day 5, the five STS-93 astronauts pose for the traditional 

inflight crew portrait on Columbia's middeck. In front are astronauts 

Eileen M. Collins, mission commander, and Michel Tognini, mission 

specialist representing France's Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales 

(CNES). Behind them are (from the left) astronauts Steven A. Hawley, 

mission specialist; Jeffrey S. Ashby, pilot; and Catherine G. (Cady) 

Coleman, mission specialist. (Photo: NASA) 

NASA Smithsonian
 
Marshall Spaceflight Center Astrophysical Observatory
 


